THE MERSEYSIDE & DISTRICT JUNIOR SWIMMING LEAGUE

July 2014


COMPETITION RULES
1. At the Annual General Meeting each year the formation of the Divisions for the coming season shall be decided. The season shall be July to June. The bottom Club in Division One shall be relegated to Division Two. The top Club in Division Two shall be promoted to Division One. The bottom Club in Division Two shall be relegated to Division Three. The top Club in Division Three shall be promoted to Division Two. Subject to approval by the Annual General Meeting.  New clubs joining the League shall start in the lowest division.
2.    AGES.
   Age as on 30th June at the conclusion of the League season.
   Age Groups: 10/11 years, 12/13 years, 14/15 years and Open age.
   NOTE: 9th birthday 
1st July - 31st December  
—
Relays only all season
               9th birthday
1st January - 30th June  
—  
Relays January to June only
               10th birthday
1st July — 31st December
—
Individuals & Relays all season
               10th birthday
1st January — 30th June
—
Relays only July to December plus individuals from January to June

3. REGISTRATION.
   All swimmers must be registered with the League, by notification to the Division’s Registration Secretary at least one week       prior to the first galas of the season. Any additional swimmers must be registered, in writing, before the gala in which they will be competing.
4. SWIMS.
Each competitor is limited to two individual swims in his/her own age group plus one in any age group above.  There is no restriction on the number of swims in team events. Team lists must be handed to the Recorder before the commencement of the gala but can be altered by the Team Manager during the gala.  Cannon events shall be swum in the order youngest age-group to oldest age-group (girls then boys).

5. ELIGIBILITY.
Any question of First Claim upon a competitor shall be settled by the application of A.S.A. Law.  Swimmers may swim for one Club only in the League in any one season. Any swimmer that achieves a National Qualifying time for the National Age Group or National Youth Championship or any level above those shall not be allowed to swim in that stroke in the M&DJSL for a period of twelve months after the said National Age Group and Youth Championships.  This does not include any swimmer who achieves a qualifying time just for an Individual Medley event or is a Masters or Disability swimmer.
        INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS   Competitors must be members of a MDJSL affiliated club.
6. TROPHIES.
Perpetual trophies are presented for each of the division winners and place.  Trophies are presented to all competing clubs.

7. The Host Club is entitled to choose its own venue for a Gala, not necessarily in its own area. If any problems arise regarding this matter, other Clubs will assist.

8. The charge for spectator gala admission inclusive of programme, plus a raffle or other fund raising schemes shall belong to the host club. This to be agreed each year at the Annual General Meeting.

9. It is the duty of the host club to be responsible for the general organisation of the gala. To arrange for lane ropes, 
false start rope, starting blocks, address system, tables and chairs for Officials. Also, if possible, areas to be allocated
to the Clubs taking part on the day of the Gala together with the following Gala Officials - Referee and Starter from an approved list of Officials, Announcer, Recorder etc.
10. Each Club must provide one Judge who should preferably be qualified, together with their own Team Officials and a Timekeeper/s who would normally time their own lane.
11. All results of a Gala must be forwarded by the host club to the Division Registration Secretary within 7 days for verification.
12. The venue of any gala, together with warm up and start times, must be finalized, circulated to all clubs by the host club and confirmed by all clubs in that division at least 28 days before the gala.  Within this 28 day period, if circumstances outside the control of the host club force a change of venue, date or time, these must be agreed and confirmed with all participating clubs

13. ALLOCATION OF LANES                                                                                                                                                       These will be allocated prior to the first galas, dependant on finishing positions the previous year.  These will then be rotated for all subsequent galas.  If this is not done then a draw will take place at the first gala and the lanes rotated with each gala.
14. Team Managers are responsible for their own swimmers both in and out of the water. This includes the behaviour of their swimmers on the bathside and in the changing rooms. There should be no movement or sound once the Referee has blown for the start of the race, until the race is under way.

15. Where a Club cannot provide an eligible swimmer an alternative swimmer may swim in that lane without gaining points provided that the Club notifies the Referee and Recorder and an announcement is made to that effect.

16. Points for each event for a 6 team gala 1st to 6th score 7-5-4-3-2-1; a 5 team gala 1st to 5th score 6-4-3-2-1; a 4 team gala 1st to 4th score 5-3-2-1.  

17. Any Club failing to turn up for the gala will forfeit all points, except in the case of a late arrival when one point will be awarded for each event missed.

18. The winner of each Division in the League will be the Club with the most Gala Points in the completion of the League programme (6, 5 or 4 galas whichever is applicable). In the event of a tie the Trophy will be shared between the two Clubs.

19. A list of fixtures giving venues and dates will be published on the League website ( www.mdjsl.net ). Club representatives’ email addresses and contact telephone numbers shall be circulated within each Division at the start of each season. In addition, each Club shall provide a list of qualified Officials which can be added to throughout the season.

20. Any matter not covered by these Competition Rules shall be decided by the Committee for that year and the matter confirmed or resolved at the next Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting called for that purpose as defined by Northern Counties Rules.

GALA RULES.
21. Clubs should arrive in good time for the warm-up which will be split into two 15 minute sessions — girls first followed by boys.

22. Fifteen minutes before the start of the Gala, all Officials should assemble at the desk where the Referee will allocate duties.

23. The required Safety Announcement should be made prior to the warm-up and again just before the start of the gala.

24. Just before the start of the gala the Announcer will ask all swimmers to leave the water and then hand over to the Referee who is responsible for starting the gala. The Referee may delay the start of the gala in consultation with Team Managers in the case of a late arrival up to a maximum of 15 minutes delay.

25. The placings for each event shall be announced throughout the gala together with point’s totals at intervals
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